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Distinguished Media Practitioners,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Allow me to thank you for turning out in such large 

numbers in response to my invitation to take part in 

this press briefing, convened in prelude to the 

upcoming Apostolic Visit of Pope Leo XIV to 

Cameroon.  

I therefore extend to each and every one of you a 

warm welcome on this occasion.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As you all know, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV will 

undertake an Apostolic Visit to Cameroon from 15 to 

18 April 2026. 

This visit, which is part of his first tour of the African 

continent since his accession to the papacy on 8 May 

2025, will take him, within Cameroon, to the cities of 

Yaoundé, Bamenda and Douala. 
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During his stay on Cameroonian soil, Pope Leo XIV 

will be received in audience, in his capacity as Head 

of State of the Vatican, by the President of the 

Republic, His Excellency PAUL BIYA. 

In addition, he will carry out various Apostolic 

activities, including a celebration of Mass in each of 

the cities visited, meetings with Bishops and other 

Church leaders, as well as Catholic faithful and key 

players from the civil society. 

It should be recalled that this will be exactly the 

fourth visit by a Pope to Cameroon, following those of 

John Paul II in 1985 and 1995, and Benedict XVI in 

2009.  

We should all be glad about this because, in the 

history of the Vatican, few countries in the world have 

hosted papal visits within such a time span. 

Let me avail myself of this opportunity to commend 

the excellence ties between Cameroon and the Holy 
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See, formally established in 1966, shortly after our 

country’s independence.  That year was marked by 

the establishment of the Apostolic Nunciature in 

Yaoundé and the opening of the Embassy of 

Cameroon to the Holy See based in Rome, thereby 

formalising the bilateral and spiritual ties between 

the two States and their respective national 

communities.  

Moreover, it is important to note that prior to that 

date, Cameroon had already been represented at the 

opening of the Second Vatican Council in 1962. 

Other outstanding facts: 

In 1995, during his visit to Cameroon, Pope John Paul 

II chose Yaoundé as the venue to sign and promulgate 

the apostolic exhortation “Ecclesia in Africa,” a 

document resulting from the first Synod of Bishops for 

Africa, which, among other things, consecrates the 

rooting of the Gospel in African cultures, so that 
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Africans may both be, I quote: “truly Christian and 

truly African.” End of quote. 

In 2009, Pope Benedict XVI, during his first trip to 

Africa, which also brought him to Cameroon, 

presented in Yaoundé the “Instrumentum Laboris” of 

the second Synod of Bishops for Africa, entitled: “The 

Church in Africa at the Service of Reconciliation, 

Justice and Peace.” 

By such an act at the time, the Catholic Church 

already affirmed Cameroon as a centre of gravity for 

ecclesiastical reflection on the African continent. 

In 2014, a framework agreement was signed between 

the two States, defining the legal status of the 

Catholic Church in Cameroon and guaranteeing its 

freedom of worship and legal personality under 

Cameroonian law. 
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Generally speaking, it can be noted that the Catholic 

Church remains to this day the leading private partner 

of the State of Cameroon in the social sector. 

As a matter of fact, in the field of education, the 

Catholic Church operates an extensive network of 

high-quality educational institutions nationwide, 

some of which are known for having trained our 

earliest political and administrative elite. 

Still within the education sector, the Catholic 

Institute located in Nkolbisson, Yaoundé, provides 

training for members of the clergy in theology and 

social sciences. 

At the university level, the Catholic University of 

Central Africa (UCAC), based in Yaoundé, is a centre 

of excellence devoted to training African 

professionals in the fields of law and political 

science, management and social sciences, as well as 

health sciences. 
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Its establishment resulted from a headquarters 

agreement signed on 5 July 1989 between the 

Vatican and the State of Cameroon, bringing together 

six Central African countries, namely, in addition to 

Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Congo, 

Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Chad. 

In the field of healthcare and social services, the 

Catholic Church runs numerous hospitals of various 

categories across the country, often located in 

remote areas and serving underprivileged 

populations, as well as structures dedicated to the 

care of less privileged children, such as orphanages 

and care centres for vulnerable persons. 

Finally, the Catholic Church contributes in various 

development sectors, notably by supporting a wide 

range of projects focused on fighting poverty.  

This demonstrates, Ladies and Gentlemen, without 

being exhaustive, that cooperation between 
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Cameroon and the Holy See is fruitful and mutually 

advantageous.  

And if one adds to this good cooperation the steadily 

growing number of Catholic Christians, which, 

according to some statistics is estimated at 

approximately 38% of the Cameroonian population, 

one can commend the social significance of 

Catholicism in Cameroon. It is also worth noting that 

it coexists peacefully and in perfect harmony with 

other religious denominations present across the 

national territory.  

Distinguished Media Practitioners,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The quality of relations between the Holy See and the 

State of Cameroon is, beyond any reasonable doubt, 

the result of the diplomatic action of the President of 

the Republic, His Excellency PAUL BIYA. 



9 
 

The forthcoming Apostolic Visit of Pope Leo XIV to 

Cameroon, where he will stay for four days, further 

confirms this commitment by the President of the 

Republic. 

A few days ahead of the coming of His Holiness in our 

country, I can assure you that all is ready to ensure 

that this Apostolic Visit of Pope Leo XIV takes place 

under optimal conditions, guaranteeing every 

success.  

The people of Cameroon as a whole, is eagerly 

waiting the arrival of the Supreme Pontiff in our 

country, to express their joy and enthusiasm to host 

him on their soil.  

All necessary arrangements have been made, under 

the esteemed auspices of the PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC, His Excellency Paul BIYA, to provide an 

exceptional welcome to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV 

and to ensure every success to his Apostolic Visit to 

Cameroon.  
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Distinguished Media Practitioners,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is now incumbent upon you to give prominence to 

this historic event through the coverage and 

reporting you will provide, each in your respective 

capacities.  

Appropriate measures have been put in place in this 

regard, including accreditation procedures, the 

establishment of press centres, and the provision of 

urban and interurban transport across the various 

sites to be visited by the Holy Father. 

In this respect, I know I can count on your 

commitment and professionalism.  

Thank you for your kind attention.  


