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Honourable Members of Government,

Distinguished Media Practitioners from Africa and

around the world,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you are aware, under the esteemed patronage of
the Head of State, His Excellency President Paul
BIYA, Cameroon will, in the next 48 hours, host the
14th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organisation (MC14).

In the lead-up to this important event being held for
only the second time on the African continent, the
Government of Cameroon, as the host country, has
invited you to take part in this Press Dinner organised

for the occasion.

I therefore extend to every one of you a warm

welcome and thank you for your massive turnout in

response to my invitation.




1 would also like to acknowledge the presence of
several media practitioners among us, who have
come from across the world to cover this event of
global significance, alongside the equally strong
representation of the national media present here

tonight.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is worth recalling that this 14th WTO Ministerial
Conference is taking place in a context where
multilateral trade is experiencing multifaceted

tensions. These tensions are driven in particular by

the ongoing Russia-Ukraine crisis and more recently

by the armed conflict in the Middle East, the
resurgence of economic rivalries between nations, a
growing trend towards protectionism, sluggish
economic performance, as well as the adverse

effects of climate change.

To this already challenging situation is added the

escalation of trade tensions, which creates a climate
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of uncertainty worldwide, with direct implications for
key macroeconomic indicators, most notably the risk
of GDP contraction, with harmful consequences for

developing economies.

In the face of all these threats weighing on a fair,
equitable and rules-based global trade, the
forthcoming MC14 in Yaoundé assumes critical
importance. It aims to consolidate the founding
objectives set out in the Marrakech Agreement of
1995, including raising living standards, achieving full
employment and upholding the primacy of economic

multilateralism.

Speaking of multilateralism, which remains the
cornerstone of the WTO, the President of the Republic

of Cameroon, His Excellency Paul BIYA, stated in his

address to the Diplomatic Corps on 8 January 2026

that the hosting of the MC14 will be, and | quote: ‘an

additional opportunity to celebrate multilateralism, at




a time when the temptation to return to unilateralism

is becoming increasingly strong.’

From this perspective, the Yaoundé Ministerial could
serve as a Launchpad for the WTO, provided that the
major themes on the agenda are successfully
addressed. Cameroon, a land of dialogue and
conciliation, is greatly honoured to host these high-
level exchanges, thereby reaffirming its strengths in

economic diplomacy.

Distinguished Media Practitioners, Ladies and

Gentlemen,

Thus, given the importance of the 14" WTO

Ministerial Conference, your responsibility is more
than ever engaged in helping to achieve the expected
outcomes of the Yaoundé proceedings. Your role
should primarily contribute to informing and raising
awareness among national and international public
opinion, as well as institutional stakeholders from

member countries.




Cameroon, which welcomes you for this Ministerial
Conference, provides an enabling environment for the

free exercise of your profession.

Those of you coming from abroad will undoubtedly
experience this first-hand through your professional

assignments.

In other words, you will see that in Cameroon,
freedom of expression is a tangible reality, as
evidenced by the diversity of the national media
landscape and the editorial freedom exercised by
media practitioners across a broad spectrum of

viewpoints.

I am therefore confident that your respective

missions will be carried out under optimal conditions.

In this regard, | equally encourage you, why not, to
make the most of your stay in Cameroon, discovering,

experiencing and savouring the rich tourism, culinary

and artistic heritage of this country, ‘Africa in




miniature’, and hopefully returning as often as you

wish in the future.

I now invite you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to raise your

glasses to the success and global influence of the

14th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade

Organisation, the MC14 in Yaoundé, Cameroon.

Thank you all for your kind attention.




